A survey of laboratory-confirmed isolates of invasive listeriosis in Israel, 1997-2007.
During the 11-year period from 1997 to 2007, 321 isolates of Listeria monocytogenes from sporadic cases of invasive listeriosis were reported to the national reference laboratory in Israel. Of these isolates, 113 (35%) were identified from perinatal cases, and 208 (65%) from non-perinatal cases. The prevalent serovars were 4b, 1/2b, 1/2a and 4c. Serovar 4b was identified in 80.5% of the perinatal isolates (P=0.0162), while the number of 1/2b and 1/2a strains increased in the > or = 60 years old group (P=0.0285). Resistance to tetracycline was found in eight 4b isolates. The seasonal distribution showed that 206 isolates (64.2%) were submitted during the hot season (May-October). The estimated morbidity for the study period was 4.4 per million. The incidence of invasive listeriosis was higher in the perinatal group (5.6/100 000), than in individuals aged > or = 60 years (1.5/100 000).